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Pearson Higher National Explained

The Pearson Higher National Certificate (HNC) and Higher National Diploma (HND) are
nationally recognised qualifications and also highly valued by employers. These are
well-established and reputable qualifications in their own right. These courses are
structured around gaining and developing the hands-on skills needed in particular
sectors.

A university degree is normally a three-year course. The HNC (level 4) is equivalent to
the first year of a university degree and the HND (level 5) is equivalent to the first two
years of a full honours degree.

What are the benefits of a HNC or HND?

These qualifications are vocationally focused and practical which may suit both your
learning style and what you want to do after you finish your studies. These are practical
and work related courses that are designed to give specialist knowledge and work
related skills which can lead straight on to a career. They are a great stepping stone, as
you can choose to 'top up' a HND or HNC with extra studies, in order to convert it to a
full bachelor's degree.

These qualifications are delivered in a holistic way which aims to develop confidence,
time management, teamwork and other vocational skills.
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